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1. Overview   

 

 

Samsung My Theme is a tool you can use on a PC to create festival and changeable themes 

for Samsung mobile devices. It is an all-in-one tool that allows you to design, edit, and preview 

themes and also to create Android APK files. You can upload the new themes and use them on 

your Samsung mobile device. Also, you can submit and publish the theme’s APK on Galaxy 

Apps to share them with other users.  

 

 The APK made by this tool is executable in Samsung Mobile devices which 

support Festival effect and Changeable service. At present, Galaxy Note 4 China 

model supports this special effect. The number of devices supporting the 

increase, primarily in China flagship models. 
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1.1. What is Samsung My Theme? 

Design your own personal themes and upload them to Galaxy Apps from your PC using 

Samsung My Theme. 

 

There are two types of themes supported by Samsung My Theme: 

  

1. Festival Theme provides lock screen wallpapers, message backgrounds, and greeting 

card templates. 

 

2. Changeable Theme provides lock screen wallpapers, home screen wallpapers, and 

icons for applications. 

 

You can create all of the sub-items or a combination of any of the items for an APK. 

 

Festival theme: Activates a special theme on holidays or during a festive season. You can 

change the lock screen so that an animation appears or change the background image used 

in the messaging application from a normal image to a customized one. Also, designing 

special greeting card templates is supported. 

 

   

 

Changeable theme: Changeable theme is applied to your device for normal usage. You can 

design and apply your own animated lock screen wallpaper, home screen wallpaper, and 

application icons.  
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1.2. Types of effects and theme services 

 

On special days, users can enjoy various 

features and effects such as customized 

event notifications, animated wallpapers 

and effects while using their Samsung 

mobile devices.  

 

In Festival Effects, users can access: 

- Lock screen animated wallpapers 

- Festival Home including a Festival 

Memory widget, a Greeting Card widget, 

and a Festival Service widget 

- Festival icons in S Planner 

- Message background image and Festival 

text effects 

 

In theme scheme, users can change the 

Lock screen animated wallpaper, the 
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Home screen wallpaper, and the 

application icons in Apps to provide a 

similar look and feel. 

 

Except for the preloaded festival effects 

and themes, users can create and design 

their own effects and themes on a PC by 

using Samsung My Theme.  

 

2. Features 

This section explains the main UI elements used in Samsung My Theme.  

 

2.1. Creating a new theme 

There are two methods you can use to create a new theme:  

 

1. From the Create Theme dialog box that appears when Samsung My Theme launches. 
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2. From the File menu’s drop-down list after Samsung My Theme opens. 

 

 

You can select from two types of themes, festival or changeable. See the definitions in section 

1.1. 

 

While you are creating a theme, you can select the resolution for the type of mobile device you 

are  designing the theme for.  
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2.1.1 Creating a festival theme 

You can create festival themes for three categories of the specified items. The items that can 

be assigned a festival theme are lock screen wallpaper, message background, and card 

template. 

 

 

 

 

 

Festival Name Lock Screen 

Wallpaper 

Message 

Backgrounds 

Card Template 

New Year √ √ √ 

Spring Festival √ √ √ 

Lantern Festival √ √ √ 

Valentine's Day √ √ √ 

Dragon Boat Festival √ √ √ 

Double Seventh Festival √ √ √ 

Mid-Autumn Festival √ √ √ 

Christmas √ √ √ 

Congratulations × × √ 

Thank You × × √ 

My Birthday √ √ √ 

 

2.1.2 Creating a changeable theme 

You can create changeable themes for three specified items. The specified items are lock 

screen wallpaper, home screen wallpaper, and icons for frequently used apps. 
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2.2. Using components 

Components are the elements you use to create a theme. The components can be either still 

or animated images. The components can be prepared in many different types of software. 

 

All of the sub-categories in both themes allow JPEG and PNG images to be added. Animated 

files can be used only with Lock screen wallpapers. 

 

Theme type Sub-category Images 

(JPEG/PNG) 

Animations 

(Frame action) 

 

Festival 

Lock screen wallpaper √ √ 

Message BG √ ×  

Card template √ ×  

 

Changeable 

Lock screen wallpaper √ √ 

Home screen wallpaper √ × 

Icons √ × 
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2.2.1  Adding components 

You can click the Add image button from the toolbar at the bottom-left of the canvas. Choose 

one of the two available options. Select Add image to add an individual image or a GIF 

animation. Select Add Frame Action to add a sequence of images. 

 

When you select Add Frame Action, you can browse and select the images to import and 

define the speed of the animation in the Frame duration field. Samsung My Theme will then 

automatically create an animation. A preview of the animation will be played in the preview 

window at the right of the screen.  
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2.2.2 Modifying components 

Use the Adjustment and Motion panels to edit images and create an animation for your 

theme.  The Adjustment and Motion panels are at the right of the screen. 

 

1. Basic component modifications 

When you access the Components panel at the left of the screen, you can rename, copy and 

paste, or delete a component.  

 

2. Modifying images 

When you open the Adjustment panel, you will find basic image modification tools, including: 

 Crop 

 Rotate 

 Adjust brightness 

 Adjust alpha value (transparency) 

 Adjust overlay 

 Add automatic animation effects, such as rain, snow, falling leaves, and falling 

petals. (The automatic animation tool is only available for Lock screen wallpapers.) 
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3. Modifying animations 

When you open the Motion panel, you can select from four motion adjustments and specify 

the timeline. Also, you can configure detailed parameters when you expand each motion’s 

drop-down list. The four motion adjustments are:  

 Position 

 Rotation 

 Scale 

 Alpha 
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2.3. Previewing images and animations 

You can preview your design on the PC or on your connected Samsung mobile device.  

 

1. Previewing on a PC 

Click the Preview button at the bottom of the screen to view a preview of your animations and 

images on your PC. To quit preview mode, click the Edit mode button.  
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2. Previewing on a Samsung mobile device 

 

 

 

To use the Preview on phone function, you must install Theme Preview APK on the mobile 

device. The APK can be found in the Samsung My Theme folder. To preview your designs, use 

the following method: 

 

i. Connect your mobile device to the PC and enable USB debugging mode. 

ii. On your PC, click the Preview on phone button on the menu bar. 

iii. If Theme Preview APK is not installed on your mobile device, follow the on-screen 

instructions to install it. 

iv. When Theme Preview APK is installed, a preview of your design will be displayed 

automatically. 
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2.4. Creating APK files 

1. In the File menu, select Package the APK file from the drop-down list. 

 

 

2. When the dialog box opens, enter the digital signature details and click the Save button.A 

detailed explanation of each field is provided in the table below. 

 

Field Name Description Status 

Name The APK file name displayed on the PC and mobile 

devices. Format: use alphanumeric characters only， 

and start the name with a letter. 

Required 

Package name The name used by program to identify the APK on 

phone. Format: use alphanumeric characters only， 

and start the name with a letter. 

Required 

Save to The location to save the packaged APK file. The 

default location is \out in Samsung My Theme folder. 

Optional 

Alias The alias for the APK signature. Optional 

Password The password for the signature.  

Format: 6-8 alphanumeric characters. 

Required 

Confirm Enter the password again to make sure it is correct. Required 

Validity period: 

(years) 

The duration the APK signature remains valid. 

Format: numbers from 1-1000.  

Required 

First and last name Additional information Optional 

Organizational unit Additional information Optional 

Organization Additional information Optional 

City or locality Additional information Optional 

State or province Additional information Optional 

Country code Additional information Optional 
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3. If the Android SDK and Java JDK are properly installed, the packaging process will start. 

If they are not installed, you will be prompted to install them to allow you to continue. For 

more information about installing the Android SDK and Java JDK, go to 3. Installing the 

Android SDK and Java JDK. 

 

4. After the APK file is successfully saved, you can select either Apply to phone to connect 

directly to your PC or Upload to Samsung App Store to open the Seller Office website.  
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3. Installing Java JDK and the Android 

SDK 

Samsung My Theme does not need to be installed on your PC. Simply unzip the tool and run 

“SamsungMyTheme.exe”.  

To package and publish the APK for themes that you create, you need to configure the Java 

Runtime Environment parameters on your PC and download the Android SDK. 

3.1. Downloading and configuring the Java Runtime Environment 

3.1.1 Downloading the Java JDK 

1. Download and install the Java JDK on your PC.  

Android SDK does not currently support JDK 8.0. Use JDK versions 6.0 or 7.0 only. 

 

2. Find the downloaded file and complete the installation. 

 

3.1.2 Configuring the Java JDK 

1. Click My Computer. Click Properties>Advanced system settings> Environmental 

Variables. 
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2. In System Properties dialog box, click the New... button and enter JAVA_HOME in the 

Variable name field and the JDK file location in the Variable value field. See the images 

below. 
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3. In the System variables section, select the path. To edit the path, double click it. When 

the Edit System Variable window opens, enter %JAVA_HOME%\bin in the Variable 

value field.  

 

 

  



20 
 

4. Run CMD to open a DOS CMD window. At the command prompt, type “javac” to check 

the Java JDK’s configuration. Refer to the screenshot below. 

 

3.2. Downloading the Android SDK 

There are three steps to perform when you download and enable the Android SDK. 

 

1. Go to the Android Developer Site and download the Android SDK (version 4.4 only)  

 

2. Create a new folder in the My Samsung Theme root directory with the filename \sdk. 

 

3. Copy all files and folders in the Android SDK…\android\android-sdk folder to the \sdk 

folder on your PC. 
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 Open the Samsung My Theme folder and create a new folder and name it "sdk". 

 
 Copy all the files and folders (as shown in the screenshot below) from the local Android 

SDK “…\android\android-sdk” folder to the "sdk" folder. 

 

4. System Requirements 

Samsung My Theme has the following system requirements: 

 

1. Android 4.4 or higher should be installed on the PC. 

2. JAVA JDK version 1.6-7.0 (not 8.0) should be installed on the PC. 

 

Note: When using Samsung My Theme, images in the Festival or Changeable Themes must 

not violate copyright or any intellectual property rights that relate to the images. 

 


